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St Mary’s Catholic Primary School

Headteacher: Mrs Helen Armstrong
Diocese of Plymouth
3 March 2017

Dear Parents and Carers,
| would like to take the opportunity to update you on Mrs. Armstrong’s health and the life of the school this week.

Mrs. Betts and | visited Mrs. Armstrong last Sunday. We delivered the cards, flowers and messages of support that
you have sent in. Mrs. Armstrong asked us to pass on her gratitude to you all for these kind gestures. Please
continue to keep her and the family in your prayers and remember there is a collection on the gate today after
school.

| would also like to thank you for the improvement we have seen in terms of children arriving in time for the start
of the school day; this is much appreciated. Just to reiterate-

Children have early morning activities provided from 8:40 a.m. and the register is taken at 8:50. Therefore, please
allow sufficient time for your child to walk round to their class, prepare themselves for the start of the school day
and to be in their classroom in readiness for the register to be taken at 8:50.

This week has also seen the following events in the academic and spiritual life of the school:

A wonderful Liturgy led by Fr. Colin on Ash Wednesday. The children’s behaviour and understanding were a joy to
behold.

A successful audit of the school’s safeguarding arrangements was achieved. Although we are all responsible for
safeguarding at St Mary’s, Mrs. Betts (Designated Safeguarding Lead) always works especially hard to ensure that
our systems are comprehensive and effective and ably demonstrated this to our auditor during the audit process.

There has been a constant stream of children coming into the office to show us the house point rewards they are
winning for their tables knowledge (this includes some children from Foundation stage).

As tables are so fundamental to confidence in maths, | would like to remind you of the following points:

Firstly, please find attached a document outlining what tables knowledge is required for each year group in the
school. It really is helpful for children to be instantaneous in their recall of these facts (including division) before
they move on to content from the year group above.

Tables are best memorised little and often-e.g. 5 minutes a day is more useful than a half hour revision slot once a
week. They can be said forwards, backwards and from the middle of a sequence e.g. “Tell me the 3 x table starting
at 18 and going back to zero...”

TheFA
-~
&" c o 0¢ i ’ PRIMARY SCIENCE
‘ ’ & prismark c QBT MARGS school
j k < — - achievement award

SPORT & AuARD Q department for education and skills
ENGLAND UZIEN\
Healthy S 3 ACTIENARK GLA GOLD AWARD CHARTER STANDARD

Creativity — Love — Respect — Spirituality
Devon Road — Poole — Dorset — BH15 3QQ
Telephone: (01202) 676207 Website: www.st-marys.poole.sch.uk  E-mail: office@st-marys.poole.sch.uk


http://www.st-marys.poole.sch.uk/
http://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http://www.braidwood.bham.sch.uk/pluginfile.php/246/mod_label/intro/healthy_schools_logo.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.braidwood.bham.sch.uk/&h=354&w=573&sz=16&tbnid=dZ2AqbpomobU2M:&tbnh=75&tbnw=121&prev=/search?q=healthy+schools+logo&tbm=isch&tbo=u&zoom=1&q=healthy+schools+logo&usg=__v4k6MAmxFQOfsUwvuqV7nBZTO4g=&docid=QZnjbJnJMOkK1M&sa=X&ei=IJAOUvGsI6WN4ASB2IGYAQ&ved=0CDQQ9QEwAQ&dur=47
http://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http://www.wootton-woodstock.oxon.sch.uk/images/achievement images/sport_england_activemark.gif&imgrefurl=http://www.wootton-woodstock.oxon.sch.uk/achievements.html&h=341&w=300&sz=9&tbnid=GWS69GFt8KUzWM:&tbnh=90&tbnw=79&prev=/search?q=sport+England+Activemark+logo&tbm=isch&tbo=u&zoom=1&q=sport+England+Activemark+logo&usg=__Ozsad_y9jcMk7x_PpGxUR14eFLo=&docid=hMHcQWvycZlD6M&sa=X&ei=jJAOUpTAFqqK4ATGyICoDQ&ved=0CEYQ9QEwAw&dur=250
http://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http://www.thefa.com/my-football/football-volunteers/whatsyourpitch/clubcrest/~/media/41C68048B3214B08AA305F5A8395B37F.ashx/Charter_Standard_Club.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.thefa.com/GetIntoFootball/parentsandvolunteers/WhatsYourPitch/ClubCrest/FACharterStandard&h=1416&w=1015&sz=534&tbnid=1CBw1w2VFz-_XM:&tbnh=90&tbnw=65&prev=/search?q=FA+Standard+Chartered+Club+logo&tbm=isch&tbo=u&zoom=1&q=FA+Standard+Chartered+Club+logo&usg=__eTwXgcshlvGsXvFMdS07tigVpmQ=&docid=WXQPLoBcpSRyIM&sa=X&ei=iJIOUsLJHoWZ0AXtpoGwAg&ved=0CEAQ9QEwAw&dur=125
http://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http://www.capeuk.org/wp-content/uploads/2011/11/ARTSMARK_BLK.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.capeuk.org/current-work/programmes/artsmark&h=1745&w=1768&sz=220&tbnid=I2KVRTkVGXOXQM:&tbnh=95&tbnw=96&prev=/search?q=Arts+Council+Artsmark+logo&tbm=isch&tbo=u&zoom=1&q=Arts+Council+Artsmark+logo&usg=__DG-Mv02odFSJS86e8E89djBROIY=&docid=FPYV9IjnVIvcbM&sa=X&ei=9pAOUpbtB4To4QS4nIAw&ved=0CFEQ9QEwBw&dur=94
http://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http://www.garlingeprimary.co.uk/assets/templates/Garlinge/images/School_Achievement_Award_Logo.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.garlingeprimary.co.uk/&h=248&w=650&sz=18&tbnid=ohwxyD4XqUEFgM:&tbnh=45&tbnw=119&prev=/search?q=school+achievement+award+logo&tbm=isch&tbo=u&zoom=1&q=school+achievement+award+logo&usg=__0jG7aDqndSAY78yeM4eNdfz3MzE=&docid=Kh4hkucgJdrIdM&sa=X&ei=DpIOUuGTKOiP4gSH4IHgDA&ved=0CDQQ9QEwAA&dur=296

Tables can be said at breakfast, in the bath, before bed, and on the way to school. They can also be used as a code
to unlock treats such as time on an ipad.

I understand how difficult it can be to find time to sit and work with your child when family life is so busy, therefore
please find below some websites that can be used independently by your child:

“Hit The Button” — Random questions where the answers are always visible. We aim to achieve at least 20 correct
answers within the 1 minute time given. http://www.topmarks.co.uk/maths-games/hit-the-button

“Timestablesme.co.uk”=Reliable and customisable sheets that allow for testing of specific multiplication and
division facts quickly and easily. There is also an online random test function. We will be doing a “Top Gear” style
best times competition using this site in the next few weeks. The criteria for this competition is simple: 100
questions correct with no mistakes-any fact (including division) up to 12x12 in the shortest time.
http://www.timestables.me.uk/

Thank you for your continued support of the school, it is appreciated by all of us at St. Mary’s.
Yours faithfully,
R Howauwd

Mr R. Howard
Acting Headteacher.
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