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Meeting objectives 
 

•To understand what the Y1 Phonics 
Screening Check is all about 

 

•To have an overview of how we teach 
phonics 

 

•To know how you as parents/ families 
can help 

 

•To answer any of your questions about 
phonics. 



What is phonics?  

• It's all about sounds. There are 44 sounds in 
the English language, which we put 
together to form words. 

 

• Some are represented by one letter, like 't' 

 

• Digraphs- have 2 letters  (e.g. ‘ai’ in ‘rain’ 
‘u_e’ in ‘cube’) 

• Trigraphs- have 3 letters.(e,g, ‘air’ in chair) 
 



Split digraphs can be tricky! 

They use to be called magic e! 
The e makes the letter say its name.  



Here are the 44 Sounds 



Sound Buttons 



A bit more about phonics 

• Children are taught the sounds first, 
then how to match them to letters, and 
finally how to use the letter sounds for 
reading and spelling. 

 

• Synthetic phonics refers to 
'synthesising', or blending, the sounds 
to read words. It's based on the idea 
that children should sound out 
unknown words and not rely on their 
context. 
 



How Schools Teach the Sounds 

•The 44 sounds are taught one by 
one. 

 

•The order of teaching these 
sounds has been specially 
developed so that children can 
start reading complete words as 
soon as possible. 

 

•A phonics lesson begins with 
revising any sounds the children 
have already been taught. Then 
the teacher will introduce a new 
sound and its spelling. 



Step 1: Decoding 

• Children are taught letter sounds in Foundation. 
This involves thinking about what sound a word 
starts with, saying the sound out loud and then 
recognising how that sound is represented by a 
letter. 

 

• The aim is for children to be able to see a letter and 
then say the sound it represents out loud. This is 
called decoding. 

 

http://www.theschoolrun.com/what-is-a-letter-sound
http://www.theschoolrun.com/what-is-decoding


Step 2 Blending 
• Children then need to go from saying 

the individual sounds of each letter, to 
being able to blend the sounds and say 
the whole word.  

 

• This can be a big step for many children 
and takes time. 

 

• Children need to be competent 
blenders to pass the phonics check. 
 

 

http://www.theschoolrun.com/what-is-blending
http://www.theschoolrun.com/what-is-blending


What is the phonics screening 
check? 

• The phonics check is designed to confirm whether 
individual children have learnt sufficient phonic 
decoding and blending skills to an appropriate 
standard 

 

• All Year 1 children in this country will take the same 
phonics screening check during the same week in 
June (and any Year 2 children who did not pass in 
Year 1). 











The second part of the check is 
slightly harder… 

 

fighters 
arrow 
brighter 
haunt 
lied 
stroke 
 

phope 
rird 
woats 
jigh 
stribe 
glips 



Reporting to Parents 

You will receive a phonics check  
result sheet. 
 
It will state the National pass  
mark (usually 32)  
and the mark your child got. 
 
 



Support at 
school 



Support at School 

• Daily phonics 30 minutes (differentiated) 

 

• Phonics revisited during handwriting lessons 

 

• On going assessments every half term 
(sounds and tricky words)   

 

• Interventions to boost throughout the year  

 



Starter 

Phase 3 
 

Phase 5 

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiN1dacz9bRAhUFtxoKHciOBnwQjRwIBw&url=https%3A%2F%2Fclipartfest.com%2Fcategories%2Fview%2Fb76e947be74f2b15a2505ff99fcc146ba1d6b7e1%2Fmagic-hat-clip-art.html&bvm=bv.144224172,bs.1,d.ZGg&psig=AFQjCNElMlCM5Cz2_fwUgIQzGZJvGpwrcg&ust=1485204242942889


Sound of the Day 

ie 
fight 
night 
light 
lightening 
 
 

y 
i-e 

tie 
pie 
pies 
fried 
replied  
 
 
  

sky 
fly 
flying 
frying pan 
July 
 

igh 

fine 
bride 
prize 
time 
timed 
knife 
 
 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiKiJzlxtbRAhXEbRQKHYvUB5sQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.robinsonschools.com%2Funit2%2Findex.php%2F73-wes%2Fwes-teachers%2Fwes-kindergarten%2Fwes-chris-jobe%2F1270-jolly-phonics&bvm=bv.144224172,d.ZGg&psig=AFQjCNEQdFIEQAH_mreWm6uLWtfh86i-pg&ust=1485202006772434
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjB5aHXx9bRAhXKaRQKHZiAA54QjRwIBw&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.pinterest.com%2Fpin%2F457959855839161200%2F&bvm=bv.144224172,d.ZGg&psig=AFQjCNEibnlYYokChh4OGBJGXM0xCIgI0A&ust=1485202222349440
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiN1dacz9bRAhUFtxoKHciOBnwQjRwIBw&url=https%3A%2F%2Fclipartfest.com%2Fcategories%2Fview%2Fb76e947be74f2b15a2505ff99fcc146ba1d6b7e1%2Fmagic-hat-clip-art.html&bvm=bv.144224172,bs.1,d.ZGg&psig=AFQjCNElMlCM5Cz2_fwUgIQzGZJvGpwrcg&ust=1485204242942889


 
The black clock fell with a clash on 
the plump plum plant. 
 

Sound buttons Robot arms 

black time 
Targets 

       2   
Capital letter and full 

stop in two sentences. 

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiN1dacz9bRAhUFtxoKHciOBnwQjRwIBw&url=https%3A%2F%2Fclipartfest.com%2Fcategories%2Fview%2Fb76e947be74f2b15a2505ff99fcc146ba1d6b7e1%2Fmagic-hat-clip-art.html&bvm=bv.144224172,bs.1,d.ZGg&psig=AFQjCNElMlCM5Cz2_fwUgIQzGZJvGpwrcg&ust=1485204242942889
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How can you  
help at home? 







  



Free apps: 
Phonics play 
Topmarks 
Ictgames.com 
www.oxfordowl.co.uk  
  
 
Apps to buy:  
Nessy app 



Alphablocks 

If your child is struggling to blend. 



http://mrthorne.com/phase-5/?bib_page_offset=20  

Mr Thorne does Phonics 

http://mrthorne.com/phase-5/?bib_page_offset=20
http://mrthorne.com/phase-5/?bib_page_offset=20
http://mrthorne.com/phase-5/?bib_page_offset=20


 
 
Phonics is not the only thing needed to 
become a fluent reader 
 
-keep asking questions about books 
 
(see handout) 
 
 
  
 

Reading Comprehension  





-If you are unsure how to pronounce a 
sound check using youtube.   
 
-Try to avoid an ”u” sound after each 
sound e.g. f, h, p  
 
-not fu, hu, pu (otherwise difficulty 
blending) 
 



Play hands 
on games 
too. 



theschoolrun.com  
 

…has useful information 
for parents and practice 
papers for the phonics 
check 



Enjoy playing with letters 

and sounds and stories –  

 

 

 

 

Don’t worry… we are 
here to help!  



 
 
 




